
Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District  

Office of the Fire Marshal 

Recreational Fire Guidelines 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

This document contains the requirements and recommendations of the Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District for use 

of portable fireplaces and recreation fires located at private residences. Other entities (EPA, Homeowner’s Associations, 

Sheriff Departments, etc.) may have additional requirements. The party using recreational fire or portable fireplaces is 

responsible for the confirmation that their activities are not in conflict with and additional requirements and/or restrictions 

by other entities. The issuance of a permit by BFFRPD (when required) does not relieve the permittee of liability for 

damages because of having a recreational fire or portable outdoor fireplace.  

Black Forest Fire/Rescue is dedicated to the safety of the public we have sworn to protect. To that end, the following 

information should help in determining the proper burn receptacle that will protect you, your neighbor, and the public.  

The current El Paso County Ordinance 19-001 states what is allowed. 

Section 8-Vegetation Management # 6 “Cooking fires that are smaller than three feet in diameter and less than two feet 

high that are kindled for the purpose of cooking food using only clean, dry untreated wood or charcoal, which are 

contained by fireplaces, fire pits (free standing and/or above ground), barbecues or other systems approved by the local 

special district having fire jurisdiction or the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office”. 

Section 10- # 2. Fires contained within liquid-fueled or gas-fueled stoves; indoor fireplaces and woodburning stoves; and 

outdoor charcoal grills and wood-burning stoves during Stage I Restrictions, providing they are at private residences 

and in an area cleared of all flammable materials including dry vegetation. 

In this document, we have placed several examples of what Black Forest Fire/Rescue will either approve or disapprove. It 

is vitally important that residents understand the potential for fire spread and growth in our area due to our weather 

conditions and the underlying fire danger. Per state statute CO Rev Stat § 18-13-109 (2016)  

(1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, any person who, without lawful 

authority and knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence, sets on fire, or causes to be set on fire, any 

woods, prairie, or grounds of any description, other than his or her own, or who, knowingly, recklessly, or 

with criminal negligence, permits a fire, set or caused to be set by such person, to pass from his or her own 

grounds to the injury of any other person commits a class 2 misdemeanor. 

(2) (a) Any person who knowingly violates paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section and who knows or 

reasonably should know that he or she violates any applicable order, rule, or regulation lawfully issued by a 

governmental authority that prohibits, bans, restricts, or otherwise regulates fires during periods of extreme 

fire hazard and that is designed to promote the safety of persons and property, commits a class 6 felony. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 

RECREATIONAL FIRE: An outdoor fire burning natural materials other than rubbish where the fire is not 

contained to an incinerator, outdoor fireplace, or BBQ grill. The total fuel area of 3 feet or less in diameter and 

2 feet or less in height for pleasure, religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmth, or similar purposes. 

 

 

https://law.justia.com/citations.html


Acceptable Outdoor/Portable Fireplaces  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acceptable Fire Pits (recreational fires) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spark /Ember Arrestors are designed to prevent spread of fire brands or 

embers to surrounding vegetation and are recommended for any pit fire or portable 

fireplace.  

A Safety Area of 10 ft around the pit should be free of flammable vegetation or 

mowed to a very low height. Water source water should be available and ready to 

deploy anytime fire escapes the portable fireplace. These may be any of the following. 

1. Portable fire extinguisher at least a 5lb type A rating or; 

2. A water hose with sprayer attachment or; 

3. A 5-gal bucket of water and shovel.  

Acceptable distances from combustible sources are the following. Fire pits shall be no less than 25 feet from any 

combustion source and Portable fireplaces shall be no less than 15 feet from combustion source. This includes residences, 

barns, sheds, wooden fences, etc.  

Attendance of all fires is mandatory and must be someone 18 years of age or older and have a phone to call 911 if the 

fire escapes. No recreational fire should ever be left unattended at any time unless the fire is “cold out”.   

Notification of the El Paso Sheriff’s Office County dispatch center prior to starting any recreational fire is 

required. They can be reached at 719-390-5555. Please tell them your name, location of the recreational fire and a contact 

number.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 



Black Forest Fire/Rescue will be happy to conduct a site inspection, free of charge, and issue a permit 

(free of charge) to any citizen of the district who would like to ensure safety as well as awareness and 

compliance with all regulations in this document. Recreational fire permits are issued for 1 year if conditions do 

not change on the site.  

No recreational fires will be allowed during the following times: 

1. When there is a “Red Flag Warning” issued by the National Weather Service: 
https://www.weather.gov/pub/fire  

2. When there is an open burning restriction issued by the County Sheriff: 
https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.com/services/ready-set-go  

3. The National Fire Danger Rating System and Daily Weather will determine “Red Flag Warnings” and 

what level of burning restrictions are issued. 
 

Black Forest is dedicated to the safety of all people who live and work in the Black Forest. Please help us 

provide as much safety as possible while enjoying the Black Forest. If any questions, concerns or would 

like to obtain a permit, please call us at 719-495-4300 or go to our website at www.bffire.org and fill out a 

recreational fire permit request under community/recreational fire guidelines. We will contact you to 

schedule a site visit by one of our inspectors.  

 

 

https://www.weather.gov/pub/fire
https://www.epcsheriffsoffice.com/services/ready-set-go

